Oswestry

Oswestry at a Glance
Economic & Market Data

Essential insights and key indicators
for property investors and businesses.

Oswestry offers a highly resilient commercial environment, boasting a strong mix of independent retailers, weekly markets, and a loyal regional catchment.
Use the economic data below to inform your business case, expansion strategy, or local funding applications.

Catchment Demographics & Market Insights

Oswestry Population Metrics (2026 Update)

Understanding the local consumer base is critical for retail, hospitality, and service-sector forecasting. Oswestry’s core urban population and extended rural
catchment area continue to demonstrate strong stability, driven by an above-average percentage of working-age residents and a robust, self-contained
local economy. This sustained demographic density makes the high street highly resilient compared to national averages, providing a solid foundation for
commercial portfolio management and long-term asset security.

© Core Catchment Population: 17,509 residents within the immediate civil parish boundary.

Extended Urban Reach: Combined with adjacent connected nodes like Gobowen, the immediate urban area encompasses a population of around
20,000.

The Greater Place Plan Catchment: Serves as the central economic hub for a broader locality of approximately 43,000 citizens across the North West
Shropshire borderlands.

Working-Age Density: 61.1% of Oswestry’s core fown population is of traditional working age (16-64), outperforming the wider Shropshire county average
of 58.9%.

Verifiable Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS) Census Data / Shropshire Council Local Place Plan Profile Area Data.

Investment Planning & Local Advice

Commercial Investment Planning in Oswestry

Establishing a business presence, expanding current operations, or acquiring commercial property in the area requires balancing local demographic shifts
with real-time economic indicators. Businesses looking to map out their growth or relocation strategies can leverage our unified high-street datasets, active
commercial footprints, and local infrastructure pipelines to build low-risk expansion models.

Accessing Local Investment Advice

Navigating regional planning frameworks, commercial utility applications, and local business rate reductions requires boots-on-the-ground insight. For
independent operators seeking strategic investment advice in Oswestry, getting connected with the right local networks is vital. The Shropshire Growth Hub
and local professional services networks offer tailored guidance to ensure your capital deployment aligns perfectly with the town'’s long-term economic plans.

Verifiable Source: Oswestry Business Improvement District (BID) Strategic Plan / Invest in Shropshire Economic Development Framework.
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Current Business Grants Summary

What funding and grants are available for new businesses in Oswestry?

Funding opportunities change quarterly based on local authority allocations. Please check with regional delivery agents for full application guidance and
open validation windows.

Eligible Sectors Maximum Funding Value Delivery Authority / Source
Shropshire Energy Programme Manufacturing, Retail, Services Up to £30,000 Capital Match Shropshire Council / Pro Enviro
Workplace Charging Scheme (WCS) All Sectors (Commercial Premises) £500 per socket (Up to 40 sockets) OZEV / National Government
EV Infrastructure Grant for SMEs Small/Medium Businesses Up to £15,000 per building OZEV / National Government

Verifiable Source: Official UK Government Department for Transport (OZEV) Grant Guides / Shropshire Council Marches Energy Programme Schemes.

Footfall & High Strect Vitality

Oswestry enjoys a consistently strong footfall trend, outperforming many high streets of comparable size due to a historic, cross-border market draw.

What is the average footfall and population demographic for Oswestry town
centre?
« Town Footfall Statistics: Driven by a total catchment population of 216,614 people, making it the third-largest overall catchment zone in the county.
« Core Visitor Concentration: 67% of regular fown centre visitors originate from the immediate core districts (SY10, SY11, SY12, and SY22).

+ Commercial Occupancy Rate: Oswestry maintains an 89% occupancy rate (an 11% commercial vacancy rate), outperforming the national vacancy
average of 14%.

Metric Oswestry Core Data Benchmark Context

Active Commercial Units 344 active units in survey area 2nd largest centre in Shropshire

Store Density per Capita 18.9 units per 1,000 population Exceeds Shropshire average of 13.0
Commercial Vacancy Rate N% Outperforms National Average of 14%
Average Store Floor Space 161 m? gross space Higher than county baseline of 147 m?

Verifiable Source: Shropshire Council Town Centre Audit & Retail Survey Report.

Spending Insights & Sector Breakdowns

The local economy supports a diverse range of employment types, sectors, and commercial activity.

©C cial Employ t Foundation: Oswestry is a premier employment hub, providing approximately 6,800 jobs across the immediate town area.
© Retail Dominance: The retail sector stands as the largest employer in the area, accounting for roughly 16.5% to 19.1% of all local employment options.

© Professional Services Density: Finance, professional, and business service providers make up a powerful 12% share of all active operators in the town
centre.

© Comparison vs C i Retail: Comparison retail accounts for the highest share of units at 24%, while high-floor space convenience retail accounts
for 11% of town floor space.

Verifiable Source: ONS Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES) / Shropshire Council Economic Growth Data Sheets.
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Conncctivity & Infrastructure
Strategic Road Logstics: Positioned directly on the A5/A483 strategic economic corridor, linking the West Midlands directly to North Wales and the Irish

export markets.

Rail Connectivity Hub: Serviced directly by Gobowen station less than 3 miles away, providing active travel transit links to Birmingham, Manchester, and
Chester.

Infrastructure Pipeline: Benefiting from major infrastructure upgrades, including the completed Mile End junction layout improvemenis funded by the
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF).

Verifiable Source: No

Why Invest Here?

Major Capital Infrastructure: The Oswestry Innovation Park

The Oswestry Innovation Park (OIF) is an upcoming 18.7-hectare employment development strategically located at the gateway of the AS/A483. Designed to
enhance the fown’s economic vitality and reduce outward commuting, the site features serviced plots managed through open market deployment.

© Job Creation: Structured to deliver over 1,000 permanent jobs to the local area.
© Plot Layout: Ten designated commercial plots featuring a premium mix of office and light industrial spaces.
© Connectivity: Linked via a dedicated pedestrian and cyclist footbridge across the AS to major residential urban extensions.

Design Flexibility: Updated by Shropshire Council's Northern Planning Committee to maximize spatial flexibility for incoming national and regional

operators.

Unrivalled High Street Vitality

While many regional high streets have seen a decline, Oswestry continues to buck the trend. Our highly active Town Council and Business Improvement
District (BID) keep commarcial vacancies well below national levels while festering a circular economy where independent traders make up over 13% of all
Shropshire high street retail operators.

Verifiable Source: Shropshire Counci

Investing in Oswestry means joining a high-momentum economic corridor backed by active local
government support, substantial capital infrastructure, and an expanding multi-million-pound tourism
and professional services spend. It offers the stability of a thriving regional hub with the explosive

potential of a major strategic development zone.

Data Sources: Shropshire Council Economic Growth Teams / Fulure Osweslry Group Strategy / Invest in Shropshire Growth Corridor Briefings / WSP

Infrastructure & Planning Assessments.
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